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Dear Parent/Guardian 
  

BRONZE DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD – YEAR 9 
 
A number of students in Year 9 have expressed an interest in enrolling for the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Bronze Award. The purpose of this letter is to explain what is involved in the 
scheme at this level and how we plan to start the enrolment process.  
 
The Award requires students to complete independent activities in a number of areas; 
Volunteering, Physical and a Skill, two for 3 months, and one for 6 months. These activities must 
be completed on a regular basis for at least one hour per week. They also undertake a self-
sufficient expedition (2 days and 1 night) which they must plan and prepare for. Students need 
to be 14 years old by the end of the current school year (31 August 2017) in order to undertake 
the Award.  
 
The Award requires considerable personal commitment by the students. We therefore want to 
ensure that we only accept students who have high personal motivation, and who have thought 
about the different elements of the Award in advance. As parents, you will also need to be 
prepared to support (but not lead, persuade or compel!) your son/daughter in undertaking their 
activities, and by ensuring they are available for expedition training sessions, the practice 
expedition and the qualifying expedition itself.  
 
As places are limited, we select students by asking them to write a letter of application, setting 
out why they want to undertake the Award and what activities they intend to complete for the 
various sections. This letter needs to be handed or emailed to me at 
BronzeDofE@colytongrammar.devon.sch.uk  by the end of the school day on Wednesday 21 

September. If selected, we expect students to have completed their Volunteering, Physical and 
Skill sections before their qualifying expedition which will take place in September next year. 
Previous experience shows this is the best way of helping students to achieve their awards in a 
timely manner and allow them to move on to Silver and Gold levels if they wish.  
 
The expedition section of the award is operated by an external company, Dynamic Adventures. 
They will be responsible for all training, practice expeditions and qualifying expeditions. Dynamic 
Adventures charge £125 per student to cover the cost of their staff for an after school training 
session in May/June, lunchtime training sessions in school, and the two expedition weekends 
(practice and assessed), as well as group kit hire and campsite fees. In addition, we need to 
cover the costs of each student’s D of E license and welcome pack, plus administration costs. 
Therefore the total cost for completing the scheme within school will be £147.  Details of 
payment will be sent out via ParentPay if your son/daughter is selected for the scheme. Please 
be aware that depending on how much of the personal expedition kit you already have, such as 
walking boots and rucksack, there may be additional costs involved (though it is fine to borrow 
most of this kit from family or friends at Bronze level!) Further advice on kit will be given in the 
run up to the expeditions as part of students’ expedition training. 
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Using an external company to run the expeditions is the only way we can currently offer the 
scheme through school and does mean that the cost of completing the award is higher than if 
we were able to use volunteers. If this cost is prohibitive you may wish to investigate other 
organisations in the area that run the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme, such as the Scouts and Girl 
Guides, who may be able to offer the award at a lower cost. Details of other organisations who 
run the award can be found at www.dofe.org.  
 
There will be a meeting in school this week for students who are interested in starting the award, 
where they will be given more details about how to apply. There is a lot of useful and detailed 
information available on the school’s website, and on the Award website http://www.dofe.org/  
to help them consider whether to enrol, and I encourage them to make use of these resources 
before they apply. I am also available in school if students wish to ask questions, and I can be 
contacted by email at BronzeDofE@colytongrammar.devon.sch.uk . 
 
Miss Westhead 
Bronze D of E Co-ordinator 
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