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September 2016 
  

Dear Year 9 student 
  
A number of you have expressed an interest in enrolling for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Bronze Award. 
The purpose of this letter is to explain to you what is involved in the scheme and how we plan to 
start the enrolment process.  
 
The Award requires you to complete independent activities in a number of areas; Volunteering, 
Physical and a Skill. You must carry out two of these activities for three months, and one for 6 
months. In each case, you need to undertake these activities regularly and spend a minimum of 1 
hour a week on them. You will also need to find a supervisor for each activity to assess you, for 
example a sports coach, music teacher or charity shop manager, who cannot be a family member. 
In addition to undertaking the activities, you will also need to undertake a self-sufficient expedition 
of 2 days and 1 night. Therefore you must make sure you are available for expedition training 
sessions, a practice expedition and the qualifying expedition itself once these are arranged.  You 
need to be 14 years old by the end of the current school year (August 31st 2017) in order to 
undertake the award. The award costs £147 to complete with school, including your D of E starter 
packs and expedition weekends. 
 
As the award takes at least 6 months to complete, with activities being completed for at least an 
hour on a weekly basis, it requires considerable personal commitment by you. We therefore want 
to ensure that we only accept students who have high personal motivation, and who have thought 
about the different elements of the Award in advance.  As places are limited, we will select students 
for Bronze by asking you to write a letter of application explaining: 
 

 Why you want to complete the award 

 Ideas for what you will complete for each section, ideally with some consideration of who 
could assess you and the practicalities of completing this activity 

 Evidence of your ability to commit to something on a regular basis 
 
To help you write this letter, you will need to do some research on the Award website 
(www.dofe.org) as this has plenty of suggestions for what you could complete in each section. You 
don’t need to have decided for certain what you will do for each section or have a placement set 
up, but you must demonstrate that you’ve really thought about it and have some ideas. The most 
important thing is to demonstrate your motivation and real commitment to completing the award. If 
selected, we will expect you to have completed your Volunteering, Physical and a Skill before the 
qualifying expedition next September, and to have improved your fitness levels (if needed) in 
preparation for the expeditions.  
 
If you would like to apply, please give me your application letter of no more than one side of A4 by 
the end of the school day on Wednesday 21st September. You can give me a copy in person, or 
submit it by email to  BronzeDofE@colytongrammar.devon.sch.uk. 
 
Miss Westhead 
Bronze D of E Co-ordinator 
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