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Colyton Grammar School 

DRUGS & SUBSTANCE ABUSE EDUCATION POLICY 

 
 
Rationale 

 The primary aim of Drugs Education is to provide guidance in an educational context.  
The curriculum of the school will reflect the needs of its specific community. 

 Drugs mis-use is a serious issue, but in the totality of Health Education, alcohol and 
tobacco are also likely to impact unfavourably on the well-being of students. 

 
Supporting Principles 

 The stress will be on education, not indoctrination, nor will drugs education be singled out 
as a special course of study, for this runs the risk of glamorising, or even encouraging, 
experimentation.  Hence, the programme is delivered across Science and PSHE, within 
the context of Health Education. 

 The teaching programme is linked to general need and not defined by those at the 
extreme. 

 It is concerned with basic knowledge of positive and negative use of drugs and of 
responsibility and law.  There is no stress on methodology of drug use which is 
considered irrelevant to the main aims of drug education. 

 The most important contribution to protecting students is rooted not in the “direct assault” 
route, but through strategies to promote self-confidence and self-esteem. 

 Harm reduction techniques are not part of the teaching programme but may be used by 
other agencies to whom students can be referred. 

 
Policy Aims 

 To provide accurate information about the implications of substance use and abuse. 

 To widen understanding about related health and social issues - e.g. sex, sexuality, 
crime, HIV and AIDS. 

 To identify sources of guidance. 
 
How Aims are Fulfilled 

 Through aspects of the taught curriculum in PSHE and Science. 
 
Liaison with External Agencies 

 The school actively co-operates with the Community Police Programme and Health 
Authority agencies who participate in the teaching programme. 

 Parents are also actively involved in such links - e.g. Drugs Education Evenings (if 
required) and curriculum guidelines. Parents may be consulted through the Parents’ 
Association. 

 All materials used in the teaching programme are approved by the Deputy Headteacher 
and the PSHE Co-ordinator. 

 
Conclusion 

 Adult expectation is often naïve in its expectation of Drugs Education, assuming that 
abuse is a mark of an absence of knowledge.  In contrast, most users are highly 
knowledgeable about consequences.  Drugs Education is therefore low key and linked 
with the broader issue of personal development and decision making.  These factor are 
developed across the curriculum. 

 
Review and Evaluation 

 The Deputy Head is responsible for monitoring and reviewing educational provision within 
a 3-year cycle.  The Review Report will be considered by the Governors’ Curriculum and 
Pastoral Committee. 

 


